
Mrs Rea – Head of Year 8 Girls 

Mrs Scott – Head of Year 8 Boys



Purpose of the Morning

 To develop the home-school link

 A chance to meet key staff

 Explain pastoral and academic support available in College

 Supporting your child/young person in College

 Support networks within Laurelhill





Pastoral Support and Points of 
Contact
Form Tutor – Level 1

• - first point of contact for all parent queries 

Head of Year – Level 2

• - Mrs Rea and Mrs Scott

Senior Teacher for Pastoral Care – Level 3

• - Mrs Beckett – responsible for girls

Deputy Principal – Level 3

• - Mr Dane – responsible for boys



Safeguarding Team

• Mr M Dane

Designated Teacher for Child Protection

• Mrs K Beckett

• Miss E Collins

Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection

Principal – Mrs N Stevenson





Illness & Appointments
 Pupils should let their class teacher know, or can go to 

Form Tutor who can advise on next step
 Your child should not be contacting you if they are unwell, 

they should speak to a member of staff.
 Medication – please contact your child’s form tutor if they 

require any specific medication to be kept in school
 Appointments – send a note to school on the day 

before/day of the appointment. If possible, please schedule 
these outside of school hours

 Teachers will link with the school nurse in cases of 
illness, injury, medication etc. Please ensure we are aware 
of medical conditions.



Attendance
Parents must send a note to school detailing 
reason for absence so this can be recorded on 
students’ attendance record.

Form tutors will contact you if a student has been 
absent for more than 3 consecutive days. 

Holidays during term time are strongly 
discouraged



Ways to report attendance

Note to Form Tutor in the 
homework diary

Phone the office to report absence

Report via the website using the 
Google Doc





Year 8 will review attendance in Form Class every Tuesday



Counselling



Home-School Links

Text Message Email Phonecall

SIMS App
Parent 

Consultations



Home-School Links

- Please do not contact the college via our 
social media pages, all enquiries should be 
made via the college office on 02892607351.

- If you need to speak a member of staff, 
please make an appointment.

- Please be aware the staff are teaching from 
9am -3pm and will not be able to         
answer calls immediately.



Making Payments

 Download teachers2parents app from the playstore/app store

 When downloaded it will ask for a mobile number, (has to be the first contact on 
SIMS)

 You should get a verification code, enter that and you should get into schoolmoney 
app. 
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Student Planner
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Homework and Home Study



Homework Planner
 Good way to communicate with your child’s form tutor

 - absence notes

 - a quick message

 We encourage all parents to monitor their child’s 
homework diaries. They should be signed every week by 
parents and form tutors

 Please check students are recording their homework – if a 
student requires further support then please inform their 
form tutor.



Homework
 The student planner or homework diary has many 

areas to help support students to manage their time 
and get organised

 We encourage students to write their homework into 
their diaries on the day a task is due to be submitted

 Students must complete and hand in all homework set
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Home Study and Revision



Woodland Scout Centre
 As part of our transition programme we have booked an  

activity day at Woodland Scout Centre in Ballinderry for 
our Year 8 students

 Students will participate in a range of outdoor activities 
such as orienteering, archery, axe throwing and team 

    building games

 The cost of the trip is £20, this will be                           
requested via the school money app.                         
Students should have received a                                   
consent form which must be                                     
completed and returned to school                                         
to attend.



Dates of the trip
 Trip 1 – Thursday 19th September 2024
 8R

 8O

 8Y

 8V1 

 Trip 2 – Friday 20th September 2024
 8G

 8B

 8I

 8V2 



Miss K. McNelis



Independent 
and 

Successful 
Learners

Being 
prepared

Completing 
and 

returning 
homework

Motivated 
and 

engaged in 
lessons

Monitoring 
progress



Being 
prepared



Parents/carers also play a vital role in supporting their children. 

Evidence shows that parental interest and encouragement is a strong 
predictor of a child’s success in education and their career.
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Importance of Support at Home



“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success is 
the positive involvement of parents”- Jane D Hull

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/give-your-child-helping-hand
29

Importance of Support at Home

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/give-your-child-helping-hand


Supporting your Year 8 Child’s Education

o Encouraging good attendance and time keeping

o Encouraging organisation and being ready to learn 

o Support with homework/revision

o Being aware of key dates – tracking dates, special events etc.

o Encouraging extra-curricular and the social aspect of school life

o Healthy lifestyle and routines

o Taking an interest



Motivated 
and 

engaged 
in lessons



Behaviour for Learning 

Positive behaviour for learning allows ALL students in the 
classroom to learn

 Entering the classroom appropriately

 Ready to learn from the beginning

 Maintain focus throughout the lesson

 Co-operate with staff and peers

Positive behaviour is rewarded, and negative behaviour 
has consequences. 



Completing 
and 

returning 
homework



Benefits of Homework
 Consolidates the learning that has happened in the 

classroom

 Tasks are sometimes essential for the learning 
scheduled to take place in the next lesson

 Designed to support learning or stretch and challenge

 Good practice for later years in school 



Monitoring 
progress



Assessment
Baseline Testing

August & 
September

Tracking 1

Winter Exams = 
16th-19th December 

Tracking 2

Class Tracking = 
February 

Tracking 3

Summer Exams = 
5th-10th June

Reporting
Baseline 

Assessment 
Report – October 

Pupil Progress 
Report 1 - January

Pupil Progress 
Report 2 - March

Pupil Report - 
June

Parent 
Consultation 

– 21st 
November



Baseline Testing

- CAT4 (Cognitive Ability Tests)

 

- PTE (Progress Test in English)

- PTM (Progress Test in Maths)

- PTS (Progress Test in Science) 

- PASS (Pupil attitudes toward self & school)

- Target setting

- Teaching and learning in the classroom 

- Monitoring performance 

- Informing intervention

- Informs banding

Yesterday/Today

W/b 
23rd September

Purpose



Baseline Testing

 Students must engage fully with these tests as the 
outcomes are important

 A report will be shared at the end of October via the 
SIMS app that details outcomes and explanation

 Headphones



Assessment
Baseline Testing

August & 
September

Tracking 1

Winter Exams = 
16th-19th December 

Tracking 2

Class Tracking = 
February 

Tracking 3

Summer Exams = 
5th-10th June

Reporting
Baseline 

Assessment 
Report – October 

Pupil Progress 
Report 1 - January

Pupil Progress 
Report 2 - March

Pupil Report - 
June

Parent 
Consultation 

– 21st 
November
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Working in partnership is crucial in giving our children 
the best chance of success!

Success does not happen 

by accident.  It is 

planned for!





Swimming
 20p

 Swimming costume/swimming shorts

 Towel

 Googles

 Cost: Girls £20, Boys £25 (pay on school money app)
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